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* Some medications may be imitations of
approved drugs, and contain incorrect drug
amounts. Studies of imitation drugs have found
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® Many medications must be kept in a controlled
environment or refrigerated to ensure potency
and effectiveness. You don’t know what
happened to your pet’s medication on the

delivery truck from the Internet pharmacy.

® Selling prescription drugs directly to owners
without valid prescriptions may pose a health

risk to patients and is illegal.
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Internet Pharmacies

The Internet is easy and convenient, and
even offers on-line pharmacies where
you can obtain medications for your pet
or animal. If you are considering
purchasing medications on-line it is

important for you to understand:

® Your veterinarian knows your pet and your
family personally, and is familiar with your
pet’s specific needs and the environment where

you live.

e FEach animal is a different and unique
individual. Some breeds and species have
special needs or sensitivities. Dogs and cats
are different — some medications that are
administered to dogs are not safe (even fatal)
for cats. Your veterinarian is aware of these
differences, allowing him or her to select the

product best suited to your pet.

® There are many medications that should not be
given to your pet until your veterinarian
determines they are safe to be administered.
For example, heartworm medication should not
be provided to dogs with active heartworm
infections because it can lead to a fatal reaction.
Therefore it is important to consult your
veterinarian before administering any

medication.
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You should verify that an Internet pharmacy is

properly licensed with the Colorado Board of
Pharmacy (go to www.dora.state.co.us/
pharmacy/Index.htm and click on Automated

License Verification).

Some pharmacies will try to sell pirated or
unapproved “knock-off” drugs (imitations of
FDA-approved drugs) to you. When ordering a
whole bottle, be sure the original packaging is

intact and look for a NADA (New Animal Drug
Approval) number on the bottle.

Be aware that at least two prominent
Internet pharmacies selling
veterinary medications have been
investigated and consented to

disciplinary action.



